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Last year my Report started: This has been another very challenging year for us all but we have Kept on Singing - despite the difficulties.

This year I want to start by saying that this year has been a triumph, despite the difficulties.
We started back – with some trepidation - to live rehearsals at the end of July 21 and it was great to be together again and to sing together again.
At this point the Committee took a crucial decision. We knew we wanted to keep RFS going, whatever it took. We wanted to stage concerts again and we knew that we might need to strengthen our resources to do so. Mike, our Treasurer readily agreed that we could fund these extra costs from our Reserves. So we embarked on a year of 4 concerts.

We put stringent Covid procedures in place and returned in earnest in September 2021 to start rehearsing Carmina Burana. This was joint venture with Windsor and Maidenhead Symphony Orchestra and their conductor Leon Gee , Maidenhead Choral Society and a choir of Windsor schoolchildren , at a new venue – Braywick. 

This was not without its challenges – teething issues at the venue, a Covid- striken children’s choir meant they had to pull out at the last minute, depleted choir numbers meant we had to engage a record number of stiffeners … but the concert was a triumph! What an asset these young , talented singers were – they gave us the confidence to sing out with gusto. It was the first live concert for all of us for 2 years and there were comments like “Thrilling”, “Joyous” “Uplifting” from both singers and audience. As Leon said afterwards , “We’re back!”
This uplifting November gave way to a very gloomy December. The UK was about to go into further restrictions and news from the other countries was not encouraging. The twice-postponed Tour to Georgia & Armenia was scheduled again for May 2022. The Committee met weekly during this time to discuss all possibilities, responsibilities and concerns. After a lot of heart – and head – searching we reluctantly cancelled the Tour. It was a huge disappointment at the time – but we couldn’t have anticipated the invasion of Ukraine, which would have meant further anxieties. At this point, I want to give a huge thanks to Mike, who dealt with all the refunds with such meticulous care.

There was a further disappointment to come – amidst much anxiety about Covid resurgence and restrictions, we took the decision to cancel the much-loved Christmas Concert at URC. 
New Year , new hopes…We had kept going with Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle on Zoom during Lockdown and now we were rehearsing in real life for an extra concert in January. Despite the obligatory Covid testing, the masks , the no-mingling and  no bar … this concert too was uplifting and joyous. Again, depleted RFS numbers meant more stiffeners who were, again, a pleasure to work with. As one of them wrote afterwards:


”Thank you so much for inviting me to take part in your Rossini Concert - it was absolutely fabulous and a joy to be involved.” 

In the Spring term we rehearsed Bach’s St John Passion for the April concert which was accompanied by Marches Baroque Orchestra on period instruments. 

The concert was dedicated to all those who had lost loved ones, especially remembering choir members and supporters who had died during the pandemic. It was a fitting memorial. The concert began with the moving Ukrainian Kyrie as a gesture of support for the people of Ukraine and a retiring collection raised over £400 for the Disaster Emergencies Committee ( Ukraine) 
Ben commented afterwards:

Last night’s performance of the St John Passion was moving and deeply affecting. The Ukrainan Kyrie set the scene for the rest of the evening. It was inspiring and exhilarating to hear the choir sing so beautifully and confidently without accompaniment in a silent church. 

The Summer Concert saw another collaboration, this time with Windsor Parish Church which was celebrating its 200th Anniversary. John Halsey and Ben devised a varied programme for RFS, the New Windsor Ministry Team Choir and the Chamber Choir of St George’s School, Ascot which was enjoyed by all. The Concert ended with the rector, Revd Sally Lodge cutting the commemorative cake made by Jill, followed by a reception outside with bubbly and more cake ( from Jenny). As Ben commented:
 Saturday night was great!  An uplifting community occasion worthy of the 200th anniversary celebration And the party afterwards - what a success that was! Everybody milling around chatting away, seeing old friends and former members, eating cake with a glass in hand and the weather kind too
RFS relies on so many people – some thank yous:
To Helen, whose time in office as Secretary has come to an end after 7 years. As well as her normal role, she has also been an unofficial Vice Chair and has been a huge support to the Committee and me in particular. Whenever there’s a “what-do-I-do ?” moment, I contact Helen! Thank you for your calm judgment and experience. 
To Mike, who has steered us through some very difficult decisions with great understanding and meticulous attention to detail. And a special mention to Veronica who has been an excellent go-between!
To the Committee members who have ensured the smooth running of all aspects of the organisation. Thank you:

Linda B ,Frankie ,Ros, Peter ,Bob, Ria, Gill 
& Malcolm who was co-opted as our Health & Safety person

And so many others have been involved. Thank you:

Jenny C – Membership Sec

Chris – Subs Secretary

Sue & Patty – Music Librarians

Anne W , Gill T and Bob – Voice Part Reps

Ann – 100 Club

Malcolm – Front of House

Stewards – Keith, Rob, David, Debs, Chris, Paul, Mike + the singers who have helped out
Kathrin & Jens – Stage Managers

Stage Crew – Lyn, Paul, Peter, Jack and Bob
John W – for taking over the bar 

All the chair put-outers , cake-makers, general helpers
Many hands make light work and there’s always room for more. Could you get more involved? Could your spouse/partner/friends help steward concerts, help on the bar or set up the stage? All welcome!

Two more people to thank:

John, who just gets better and better! Thank you for your support, encouragement and patience. We are very, very lucky.

Ben, Thank you for continuing to challenge and encourage us. It’s amazing that next year we will be celebrating 50 years of RFS under your sympathetic and imaginative leadership. Thank you

There are more challenges to come, I’m sure … but we are looking forward to our 50th Anniversary. A year of uplifting singing and trips away. The Open Evening in September brought lots of new interest. And, thanks to Ros’s work on publicity, we are optimistic that RFS will attract more new members who will get involved in the life of RFS . 

This is a report on the last year but I want to reflect on my previous seven years as Chair.  I can honestly say that this organisation is full of good heart, good health and good will. There is a strong unity of focus – to enjoy singing together and to put on the best possible concerts.  

The Committee has been through some worrying times and very difficult decisions. There is no doubt that everyone is working in the choir’s best interest, conscientiously and with great commitment. The future of RFS is in very safe hands.

Linda Chanan

November 2022
